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To  Teachers  and  Pupils,   School   Trustees  and 
Ratepayers  in  School  Meeting  Assembled, 


The  sclmo;  t'ar.icn  ri'prt-i.'nts  in  a  hir^c  df^roc  the  ailitudf  of  llif  school 
Idwurd  (lUtiliKir  iti-^tructlon  iiiid  roinniiinit.v  lil'c  prohlcius.  It  is  also  the 
visihic  j'Xprcssioii  of  the  cstiniation  ol  llic  people  ol  the  distrlrt  of  the  value 
of  <'du<ati()n  to  increase  productive  industry.  It  stands  for  that  side  of  edu 
cation  that  diKiiihes  Miaiiual  labor  under  the  direction  of  trained  iiitelJiKeiu  i" 
and  a  knowledge  of  scientilic  principles.  It  indicates  tli,!i  the  people  realise 
that  tliere  is  a  clear  relationship  between  the  instruction  the  «cliools  afford 
and  the  improvement  and  development  of  local  conditions,  b"t\veen  what  the 
ciiihlren  do  at  school  and  what  they  do  i  aft(  r  iiie  lor  the  so,  i;ii  and 
(  coliomic  prosperity  of  tlie  comiminily. 

In  a  consideration  of  this  (|Uestion  we  catinot  a.Tord  to  eliniitiate  the 
fait  that  the  school  is  largely  a  local  Industry,  that  it  should  seek  to  make 
lif'  in  the  district  wliere  it  is  situated  more  prosperous  ind  etijoyalile  'lh>' 
sciiool  is  a  means  toward  an  end.  It  exists  for  the  near  at  liand  lirst;  it 
stands  for  better  citizenship  liere  and  now.  Tlie  sc  liool  costs  ineiiev,  nio  t 
of  whiih  is  supt)lied  locally.  It  is  reasonable  th(>reforo  to  expect  iliat  it 
sliould  not  only  furnish  the  children  with  general  instruction  and  training', 
but  tliat  it  shou  d  deal  with  agencies  that  directly  help  t(  develop  the  com- 
munity, that  are  a  part  of  its  lite  and  vifior,  that  deal  witli  the  natural  re- 
sources, throueli  which  the  pursuits  of  tlie  people  are  made  possible,  wliidi 
tiiey  must  eima^e  in,  in  order  to  live  there. 

I  make  a  direct  appeal  to  the  ratepa.vers  of  every  district  in  annual  s(  iiool 
meeting  assembled.  While  togetlier  look  over  your  school  property.  .Are  the 
grounds  neat,  tidy  and  attractive?  Are  they  exertiiiK  an  influence  for  good 
on  the  youiiK  p(  ople  attending  the  scliool?  Do  they  indicate  thrift?  Do  they 
show  that  the  people  recognize  substantial  value  in  their  local  education.il 
institution?  Is  that  institution  inculratiUK  in  the  <  liildren  a  love  of  ilie 
home  land,  a  sympathy  witli  its  ))iirsuits,  a  purpose  to  use  tlie  kuowledRe 
gained  to  improve  and  develop  local  conditions,  to  increase  its  prosperity? 

Tlie  school  property  is  the  only  possession  in  which  every  resident 
of  the  district  has  a  part.  If  it  be  of  value  every  resident  therefore  shouiil 
have  an.interest  in  its  upkeep.  In  concrete  form  its  appearance  and  condition 
voice  public  opinion.  The  s(  hool  premises  should  lie  the  pride  of  the  coiii- 
niuniiy.  a  place  wliere  residents  will  be  sure  to  take  visiting  friends.  Where 
this  is  tlie  case,  there  will  be  no  two  opinions  about  school  ground  conditions, 
their  influence  in  the  neighborliood  or  the  people's  appreciation  of  tlie  sort 
of  education  that  makes  the  inhabitants  prosperous,  cont.'Uted  and  liappy. 
The  school  ground  therefore  should  be  ample  in  size,  it  slumld  be  neatly 


(-') 


Ifiiifd.  it  should  iilTonl  oppor! unity  to  tlip  clilldrtii  for  cnjoyHliIc  rt'crcatlon 
tiiid  cxfif  Isi'.  It  should  iiK  lud.'  a  t  iiltiviit<  d  ar.a  w  hiTc  pl:\slial  uud  nit-utal 
» iTorts  coiiihlii..  for  h.-  dcvclopiiifiii  of  the  child  lor  l.rtt.T  lo.al  'ItiZfiiHlilp. 
\\V  call  tills  cultivated  una  a  scliool  Harden.  It  is  a  im  an  .  to  an  end;  It 
Is  a  link  hftwefn  tin-  period  of  life  preparation  and  the  activities  of  mature 
<iti;:ensliip.  hetween  the  -cliool  and  tlie  lionie, 

Tliis  school  Kanleii  is  a  lalioralory  or  work-liop,  a  piece  o:'  apparatus  for 
pracliial  education.  revealiUK  the  value  ol  (lie  school  to  tlie  life  of  llie 
district.  It  will  he  found  an  aid  not  only  in  iniere;||nn  cl>ildren  in  practical 
pursuits,  hut  a!s(.  in  .uliivaliiiK  in  tlieni  an  apprec  lation  for  Ih.^  heai-.tiliil  in 
natur.'  and  tlie  power  uid  desire  to  e.vpre  s  siicli  taste  liy  ornament inj,'  tiieir 
homes  and  tlieir  sun.   aidhiKs. 

Sciiool  grounds  <  (.ntainiiif;  a  well  kept  scliool  Harden  will  always  he 
lound  more  altrac  live.  ai,:l.  In  all  case.,  otlier  Ihiims  heinu'  e  lual.  smh  scliocds 
Hive  hetter  value  to  till-  community,  a  h.^tter  education  t(;  tlie  children  who 
have  greater  Interest   in  their  wiuk. 

Tliat  during  the  summer  vacation  the  scluxd  prop*  rty  sliould  hnve  a 
dilapidated,  for.saken  appearance  is  no  credit  to  anv  community.  It  tends 
to  make  the  younw  people  lose  interest  in  iheir  surroundings.  .\t  a  time 
when  all  nature  is  looking  I.est.  iieKlect  and  disorder  at  the  spot  that  stands 
for  local  intelligence  cannot  hut  ii\\.  a  downward  ln(lii:c  to  thoUKJit  and 
action  anions  the  younjit  r  portion  of  tli.'  iiopulation. 

The  idea  is  therefore,  that  the  school  grounds  should  hc<  a  point  around 
which  the  thought  and  eliorl  of  all  residents  should  cenire.  and  that  li.re 
during  the  school  vacation,  from  time  to  lime  on  Saturday  alternoons.  or 
other  convenient  timp.  for  social  enjoyment,  for  communiiv  improvement  the 
people  should  assemhle  with  the  pupils  of  Hu.  sc  hool.  On  the  principle  that 
•■-Many  hands  make  Ilnht  work."  a  short  time  wouUl  sullice  to  put  the  sarden 
and  the  entire  school  sround  in  Rood  shape,  mow  the  lawn,  clean  the  walks 
and  destroy  weeds  ahout  the  fence.  The  reniuinder  of  the  time  would  he 
Riven  to  Kanies  and  contests  and  social  intercourse. 

In  many  of  our  country  sections  to  tlieir  jirc^at  advamase  Women's  Insti- 
tutes flourisli.  1  feel  sure  their  memhers  in  their  distrUts  would  heartilv 
cooperate  in  efforts  of  this  cliaracter.  Among  the  many  parts  tlie  evenins 
repast  would  he  not  the  least  entertaining.  The  ladies  would  jjladly  assume 
eliarKe  of  such  work.  To  assemhle  at  four  ocloc  k.  spend  tlie  first  hour  and  a 
half  in  lahor,  have  the  eveninR  meal  and  sp.-nd  remaining  time  until  eifiiit 
o'clock  in  Karnes,  nilHht  he  the  programme.  Children,  young  people  and 
heads  of  families  all  could  partuipate  with  individual  pleasure  and  prolit. 

Such  a  course  of  action  would  cause  that  the  school  garden  need  not  he 
handed  over  to  a  paid  caretaker,  it  would  he  a  community  investment  for 
instruction  and  general  improvement  and  pleasure,  i'uhlic  sentiment  would 
be  behind  it.  No  one  would  he  the  poorer,  in  fact  life  in  such  a  place  would 
be  wortli  more. 
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iKit  lo.ality  or  inti.r..si  in  Its  pursuits.  i"«-i'nieni  to 

This  is  a  ,Iir....t  .all  t..  t..a.l„.rs  and  pupils,  to  s.I.ool  trust-.s  to  rato- 
..ay..rs  ,n  s,h.,.,l  n,....tinK  as.,.n.hl..d.  to  unit.,  t.,  n.ak,.  the  school  a  paying  In- 
v...rn,.  n,   ...r  the  ....„„„nn„y.     ti...  tin,..  n....d..d   will   .,ri„,  Us  own  rewar 

„ur  hours  sp..n,  ..:,.  of  .....ry  two  w.-.-ks  during  July  and  August,  as  indfated 
m^.h..^...re«.>.nK.   v.il    pay    il...   ..es,    int..r..st    in    up.ifti„«   I,,-.,   in   rural   c„n.- 

IM  these  days  wh,.n  patrioti,'  attaehn.ent  to  tl...  Kinpire  Is  ..eiuK  t.>sted    i. 
...ust  .,e  renH.n...er,.d  that  ...yalty  ...  our  home  .•omniunity  is  the  ..est  KUaranJee 
o      1..-  broader  nath.nal  teeliuK.     Moreover  to  a..tive.y  ..ultivate  ,o..al  loyalty 
Mil  I...  ...„nd  the  ....s,   way  to  in.Hulate  in  th.-  y..uth  of  our  land  that  deep 

devotion  ...  the  pr.n.iples  of  M.vernn.enl  and  fr..ed..m  for  whi.h  the  British 
Kn.p.re  stands  pre-e.ninent.  Thn.UKh  the  l..ve  w..  hear  our  hon.es  and  dis 
tn.t  an.  the  ..fi..r..  we  n.ak..  to  ..nhan.e  and  diKuify  their  in.por.an.e 
^e  ...tal.lis,.  and  i.,rtlfy  ourselves  as  patriotic'  citizens.  My  doing 
w..  .  reat..  apprt  .iati.in  and  ...nipel   re.  osnition. 

Help  yours.lves.   i.nprove  y,.ur   h,.n...s.   enrich   true   livlnR   l.y   unithiK  to 
strenKth.-n  and  ..en.-dt  the  s.  I1....I  of  y„ur  .■.iiiiniunity. 
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